m                     THE AGE OF REASON
Quatre-Bras in iSis.1 Byron's stanzas describe the hero's last
night at Brussels:
There was a sound of revelry by night,
And Belgium's capital had gathered then
Her Beauty and her Chivalry, and bright
The lamps shone o'er fair women and brave men;
A thousand hearts beat happily; and when
Music arose with its voluptuous swell,
Soft eyes looked love to eyes which spake again,
And all went merry as a marriage bell;
But hush! hark! a deep sound strikes like a rising knell!
Within a window'd niche of that high hall
Sate Brunswick's fated chieftain; he did hear
That sound the first amidst the festival,
And caught its tone with Death's prophetic ear;
And when they smiled because he deem'd it near,
His heart more truly knew that peal too well
Which stretch'd his father on a bloody bier,
And roused the vengeance blood alone could quell;
He rush'd into the field, and, foremost fighting, fell.
Charles William Ferdinand was, like his uncle by marriage,
the great Frederick, " one of the princely forerunners of the
French Revolution/'2 although his name is mainly associated
with the campaign of 1792, the chief effort of the princes to defeat
the Revolution. He was born in 1735, and was the eldest son of
Charles, Duke of Brunswick-Wolfenbiittel and of Princess
Philippina of Prussia, sister of Frederick, afterwards Frederick
the Great. Charles William Ferdinand grew up as the great
Frederick's favourite pupil in the art of war, schooled also in this
art by his other uncle, Duke Ferdinand, general in the Prus-
1 In 1884 -die Wolfenbiittel line died out, and the rights of Brunswick
(-Wolfenbfittel) passed to the head of the elder branch, George V, ex-King
of Hanover, titular Duke of Brunswick (-Luneburg), Duke of Cumberland,
grandson of King George HI of England, George V had been defeated by
Prussia in 1866. His kingdom, Hanover, was annexed to Prussia. The
Duchy of Brunswick (-Wolfenbuttel) was not annexed, but placed under a
regency.
* Lord E. Fit2jnaurice, Charles William Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick:
an Historical Study, 1735-1806 (London, 1901), p. 2.